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The legal profession owes its existence to civil society. The 
raison d’etre for attorneys emanate from their role as advocates 
in society’s search for truth and justice. For the members of the 
IBP Makati Chapter, society has been kind in providing a very re-
warding environment for the practice of law. As an expression of 
its collective gratitude, the Chapter gladly undertook the respon-
sibility of serving the community as agents of social change. 

Following a successful year of the IBP Makati Chapter's social 
initiatives and advocacies, the first trimester of 2014 bore wit-
ness to the IBP Makati Chapter’s steadfast commitment of fin-
ishing what it started by giving back to the community in a big 
way.

Free legal assistance and pro bono work are viewed as the con-
ventional means by which the legal profession fulfills its social 
responsibility. The IBP Makati has gone beyond the normal call 
of duty by moving forward and building the foundations of an ef-
fective and enduring legal aid program.

The Chapter's leadership has taken upon itself to strengthen 
the existing legal aid program by encouraging partner law firms 
to take in more legal aid cases and to take a more active role in 

advocating the causes of the Chapter's pro bono clients. 

InIn tandem with these initiatives, the Chapter has given particu-
lar emphasis to incorporate developmental legal assistance 
as an important component of the Chapter's legal aid pro-
gram. The emphasis on developmental legal aid is but a rec-
ognition that the issues confronting society can be addressed 
by empowering local communities and minorities to meet 
them head-on.

Last 03 December 2013, the Chapter inked an agreement 
with the Makati City Executive Judges, and the Makati City 
Public Attorney's Office ("PAO") mandating the issuance of 
Transcripts of Stenographic Notes free of charge to indigent 



litigants and their legal aid lawyers. To maximize the benefit 
of this agreement, the Chapter assisted the Office of the Ex-
ecutive Judge in disseminating copies of the agreement for 
the information of concerned stakeholders.

Following through with its initiatives to continue helping the 
victims of Typhoon Yolanda, the Chapter formalized its part-
nership with the civil society group, IDEALS Inc., to support 
its legal aid missions in Tacloban City and other Yolanda-
stricken areas. 

In a meaningful mix of camaraderie and charity, the Chapter 
decided to hold its annual golf tournament as a fund-raising 
event for the restoration and reconstruction of the legal 
documents of Yolanda survivors in Tacloban City.

Entitled "Golf-to-Give", the 2014 IBP Makati Chapter Golf 
Tournament was a resounding success and raised over 
P400,000.00 in funds for developmental legal aid projects. 

The

to the immense gratitude of the fisherfolk of 
Tanauan, Leyte.

Through these projects, the IBP Makati Chapter 
re-affirmed its continuing commitment to the im-
provement of the welfare of the less fortunate in 
Philippine society.

The first trimester of 2014 also saw the implementation of 
“The Peter Project” which provided fishing boats to restore 
the livelihood of fishermen who lost everything in the 
destructive wake of Typhoon Yolanda.  In partnership with 
the Negrense Volunteers for Change Foundation, Inc. and 
the Aklat, Gabay, Arugo Tungo sa Pag-angat at Pag-asa 
Foundation, Inc., the Chapter recently turned over 4 fiber 
glass boats.
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Report of the 

By: Bienvenido I. Somera, Jr. 

The first trimester of 2014 

was focused on firming up 

the groundwork that was 

laid down during the previ-

ous year by the Chapter.   

Recognizing the promise of 

its initial projects, the Chap-

ter ensured that last year’s 

efforts would come to  

fruition and further  

explored new projects and 

activities for the current year. 

The Chapter opened the new year with a seven

-man delegation to the Integrated Bar of the 

Philippines Annual Convention of the 21st 

House of Dele-

gates which was 

held from the 23rd to the 25th of January 2014 at 

the Oriental Hotel, Legazpi City, Albay.  Dur-

ing the three-day conference, the Chapter suc-

cessfully renewed its ties with other IBP chap-

ters from all over the country and established 

new linkages for future endeavors at the na-

tional level. 

Developmental Legal Aid.  On 

15 February 2014, the Chap-

ter participated in the Tacloban City Legal Aid 

Mission organized by the IBP National Office 

in cooperation with Integrated Development 

Empowerment & Advocacy for Livelihood 

Support (“IDEALS”), a non-governmental or-

ganization that has been spearheading legal 

aid efforts in Yolanda-stricken areas.  During 

the mission, the Chapter’s delegates joined 

other volunteer lawyers in manning legal aid 

stations where Tacloban City residents can 

freely request advice on various legal matters.  

After the legal aid activity, the volunteer law-

yers and the Chapter’s delegates met with the 

families of IBP Tacloban Chapter members 

who were victims of the calamity and partici-

pated in the presentation of financial assistance 

to the families by the IBP.  

GENERAL MATTERS 

LEGAL AID 



The Legal Aid Committee also spent the first tri-
mester of 2014 preparing for the implementation of 
the Jail Decongestion Project previously proposed by 
the Chapter’s Board of Directors.  In connection with 
the said Project, the Developmental Legal Aid Com-
mittee began coordinating with the Makati City Jail 
and has recently requested the assistance of the 
Chapter’s Bench and Bar Committee and Public Af-
fairs and Programs Committee in coming up with a 
viable framework which can be utilized by the Chap-
ter and all concerned government agencies for the 
immediate removal of illegal detainees within the 
Makati City Jail. 
 

Traditional Legal Aid.  With the best interests of the 
Chapter’s legal aid clients in mind, the Chapter’s of-
ficers and directors agreed to closely monitor the sta-
tus of all legal aid cases being handled by their re-
spective law firms and to regularly coordinate with 
the Legal Aid Committee to ensure the equal distri-
bution of cases to all volunteering law offices. 

 

The Chapter also advised volunteer lawyers to en-
courage their legal aid clients to actively participate 
in the handling of their cases and to offer assistance 
to their lawyers whenever possible. In encouraging 
legal aid clients to invest more time and other availa-
ble resources in litigating their cases, the Chapter 
aims to foster a better working relationship between 
legal aid clients and their lawyers and to dissuade 
disputing parties from taking advantage of the 
Chapter’s legal aid program for the prosecution of 
frivolous lawsuits. 
 

The latest status report for the legal aid cases being 
handled by the Chapter is available upon request. 

 

 
Following up on its efforts to contribute in the re-

h abi l i tat ion o f 
Yolanda survivors, 

the Chapter donated One Hundred Thousand Pe-
sos (Php 100,000.00) to “The Peter Project” of the 
Negrense Volunteers for Change Foundation, Inc. 
and the Aklat, Gabay, Aruga Tungo sa Pag-angat 
at Pag-asa Foundation, Inc. The donation was ear-
marked for building fishing boats which will be 
turned over to deserving Yolanda survivors to ex-
pedite the restoration of their livelihood. 
 
The Chapter capped its Yolanda relief efforts dur-
ing the first trimester of 2014 by holding the 2014 
IBP Makati Chapter Golf Tournament last 07 April 
2014 at the Alabang Country Club in Alabang, 
Muntinlupa City. Entitled “Golf-to-Give”, this 
year’s golf tournament was hosted by the Chapter 
to raise funds for the restoration and reconstruction 
of the legal documents of Yolanda survivors in 
Tacloban City. The proceeds of the event were 
turned over to IDEALS, a non-governmental or-
ganization which has been actively organizing le-
gal aid missions in Tacloban City and other Yolan-
da-stricken areas. 
 
The Chapter has also engaged in talks with a pri-
vate company for the launching of a foreign intern-
ship program which can accommodate law stu-
dents from the United States of America and the 
United Kingdom who intend to take up internships 
with local law firms. The program is intended to 
strengthen linkages between domestic and foreign 
law firms and to encourage participating law firms 
and students to exchange information on legal de-
velopments and best practices from their respective 
jurisdictions. 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 



The Chapter has been making significant strides 
in relation to the vari-
ous issues raised in the 

dialogue that it held with the Makati City Execu-
tive Judges and the Makati City Public Attorney’s 
Office (“PAO”) last 06 December 2013. Upon the 
request of Makati City Regional Trial Court Exec-
utive Judge Benjamin Pozon, the Chapter assisted 
his office in the dissemination of copies of the 
Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) executed 
by the Chapter, the Makati City Executive Judges, 
and PAO during the said dialogue.  Under the 
MOA, Transcripts of Stenographic Notes will be 
provided free of charge to indigent litigants and 
their IBP legal aid lawyers. 
 
The Chapter has also gotten in touch with the 
staff of Chief Public Attorney Persida V. Rueda-
Acosta who will be meeting with the Chapter’s 
Bench and Bar Committee to discuss the follow-
ing issues: (1) the PAO’s conflict-of-interest in the 
representation of indigent complainants and re-
spondents; (2) discouraging frivolous and unmer-
itorious lawsuits; and (3) setting reliable stand-
ards of merit and indigency in the acceptance of 
cases. 

BENCH AND BAR 

 

The Chapter’s Public Affairs and Programs Com-
mittee has been coordinating with the Legal De-
partment of the Makati City Hall for the planning 
and implementation of the Chapter’s civic projects 
for the current year. One of the projects recently 
approved by the Chapter’s Board of Directors is 
the holding of a seminar on mediation for Makati 
City’s barangay captains and lupons. 
 
The Public Affairs and Programs Committee also 
joined the Developmental Legal Aid Committee 
and the Bench and Bar Committee in the prepara-
tions for the Chapter’s Makati City Jail Deconges-
tion Project. This Project will allow the Chapter to 
extend adequate legal aid assistance to illegally 
detained inmates of the Makati City Jail and en-
sure their speedy release. 

Public Affairs and Programs 

 
 

The Chapter continued 
updating its Facebook 

and Twitter accounts which can serve as accessible 
and interactive supplements to The Cirillon, the 
Chapter’s newsletter.  The Membership Committee 
is currently studying a proposal to launch a mem-
bership card for all the Chapter’s members that can 
be used to obtain discounts from participating es-
tablishments. 
 
With the steady influx of new members, the Mem-
bership Committee is closely supervising the updat-
ing of the Chapter’s directory to accurately reflect 
the Chapter’s present membership.  The Fellowship 
and Interbar Committee will also be working with 
the Membership Committee to organize an induc-
tion for the Chapter’s new members which will be 
held during the second trimester of 2014. 

Membership, Publications  

and Fellowships  

LEGAL EDUCATION 

The Chapter has updated its Legal Education Up-
dates blog ibpmakatilegaleducation.word 
press.com with summaries of the latest Supreme 
Court decisions and other relevant content for the 
Chapter’s members. The blog is linked to the 
Chapter’s official website (www.ibpmakati.com). 



GOLF-TO-GIVE
IBP  MAKATI  RAISES  OVER  P400K  FOR  YOLANDA  VICTIMS

On 07 April 2014, the IBP Makati Chapter hosted the 2014 IBP 
Makati Golf Tournament at the Alabang Country Club, Muntin-
lupa. Entitled “Golf-to-Give”, this year’s golf tournament show-
cased the golf skills of the country’s top legal minds for the 
benefit of the victims of Super Typhoon Yolanda.

Court of Appeals Presiding Justice Andres Reyes led the cer-
emonial tee-off to launch the tournament. Joining him were 
Atty. Raoul Angangco, IBP Makati’s first President, and incum-
bent Chapter President, Atty. Bienvenido I. Somera, Jr.

Thanks to contributions from Golf-to-Give’s generous spon-
sors, IBP Makati was able to raise P432,050.00 for its legal aid 
initiatives in Leyte. At the close of the event, the proceeds of 
the golf tournament were turned over to Initiatives for Dialogue 
and Empowerment Through Alternative Legal Services, Inc. 
(IDEALS), a non-governmental organization (NGO) which has 
been working with IBP Makati in spearheading legal aid efforts 
inin Yolanda-stricken areas. IBP Makati and IDEALS have ear-
lier agreed to use the proceeds of the tournament to assist Yo-
landa survivors in the reconstitution of vital legal documents 



that were destroyed during the onslaught of the super ty-
phoon.

Golf-to-Give owes its success to the generosity of its spon-
sors, particularly Lead Sponsor Fortun Narvasa & Salazar and 
Major Sponsors Smart Infinity, St. Francis Square Realty Cor-
poration, and Villaraza & Angangco. The tournament’s corpo-
rate sponsors also include Banco de Oro, Burlington, Caliraya 
Resorts Club, Masbate Gold, Microtel Inn & Suites, Orbis 
Capital, Orica Phil., Petron, Philex Mining, Phoenix Petro
leum, and The Generics Pharmacy.

The Chapter, led by President Bienvenido I. Somera, Jr., 
thanked all tournament participants for their show of support 
which certainly made Golf-to-Give a resounding success. Atty. 
Somera also thanked the tournament’s sponsors for their un-
wavering support for IBP Makati’s philanthropic initiatives.

Golf-to-Give was also given special sports television coverage 
by the Balls Channel, courtesy of ABS-CBN Corporation.

GOLF-TO-GIVE
IBP  MAKATI  RAISES  OVER  P400K  FOR  YOLANDA  VICTIMS



The IBP Makati Chapter induction of new members headed 
by Director for Fellowship Committee Juan Orendain P. 
Buted celebrated another occasion of camaraderie and 
“giving back” as the Chapter recruited new members from 
several Makati law firms. 

AA total of sixty new members and transferees took their 
oaths as Makati Chapter paneros and paneras and enjoyed 
a night of good food and wine at the Bravo Restaurant, 
Makati City on 18 June 2014 .

DuringDuring the affair, the IBP Makati turned-over the Chapter’s 
donation of Three Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php 
300,000.00) to the NGO, IDEALS, Inc., IBP National Presi-
dent Vic Joyas and South Luzon Region Governor Ramon 
Esguerra and IBP National Center for Legal Aid (NCLA) Di-
rector Minerva “June” Ambrosio.

Metropolitan Trial Court Branch 67 Judge Jackie Crisologo-
Saguisag graced this momentous event. 

IBP MAKATI

OF NEW MEMBERS





Keeping faith with its commitment to actively participate in the rehabilitation of Filipino 

communities devastated by Super Typhoon Yolanda last year, the IBP Makati Chapter joined 

hands with the Negrense Volunteers for Change Foundation, Inc. (NVC Foundation) in 

supporting the “Peter Project”, a humanitarian and socio-civic endeavor to build and provide 

new fishing boats to communities of subsistence fisherman who were most affected by the 

said calamity. 

  

On 11 July 2014, a contingent led by Makati Chapter President Bienvenido I. Somera, Jr., Vice-

President Gil L. Roberto Zerrudo, Directors Roderick R.C. Salazar III and Stanley Mari Fabito, 

with Publications Committee Co-Chairperson Gianfrancis S. Camacho, travelled to Tanauan, 

Leyte to formally turn over four newly-constructed motorized fiberglass boats to deserving 

Tanauan fishermen-beneficiaries and their respective families. 

  

Earlier, the IBP Makati Chapter, in coordination with the NVC Foundation, sponsored the 

construction of the four motorized fiberglass boats and endorsed them to the Tanauan 

fishermen-beneficiaries for the fitting of outriggers and to prepare the said boats for 

immediate deployment in their livelihood.   

  

The four motorized fiberglass boats were christened by the Chapter’s delegates and the 

Tanauan fishermen-beneficiaries as “IBP Makati Chapter LLB # 1”, “IBP Makati Chapter LLB # 

2”, “IBP Makati Chapter LLB # 3”, and “IBP Makati Chapter LLB # 4”. 

 

It was a heartwarming event where the delegation gladly availed of the opportunity to spend 

time with the Chapter’s beneficiaries and their families who shared their own inspiring tales of 

survival from the dreadful storm surge which claimed the lives of thousands of Leyte 

fisherfolk and destroyed countless fishing boats relied on by their communities for livelihood. 

  

After the turn over, the Tanauan fisherfolk treated the Chapter’s delegates to a very delicious 

thanksgiving meal of fresh seafood caught by the fishermen-beneficiaries. 

Boat Turn-Over In Tanauan, Leyte 
PETER 

PROJECT 

It was a heartwarming event where 

the delegation gladly availed of the 

opportunity to spend time with the 

Chapter’s beneficiaries and their 

families who shared their own 

inspiring tales of survival from the 

dreadful storm surge which claimed 

the lives of thousands of Leyte 

fisherfolk and destroyed countless 

fishing boats relied on by their 

communities for livelihood. 



On 11 July 2014, delegates of the IBP Makati Chapter, 
led by Chapter President Bienvenido I. Somera, Jr., vis-
ited Tacloban City to attend a luncheon meeting with 
the officers and assisting lawyers of Initiatives for Dia-
logue and Empowerment Through Alternative Legal 
Services, Inc. (IDEALS), a non-governmental organiza-
tion (NGO) that has been working with the Chapter in 
spearheading legal aid efforts in Yolanda-stricken 
areas. Officers of the IBP Leyte Chapter, led by their 
President, Atty. Vespiro Mayor, also participated in the 
said meeting.

To better orient the Chapter’s delegates on the ongoing 
legal aid operations being supported by the IBP Makati, 
the assisting lawyers of IDEALS, led by Atty. Raffy Pa-
jares, began the meeting with a brief presentation on 
the nature of the legal aid assistance usually provided 
by the NGO to Yolanda survivors in Leyte. In their pre-
sentation, the assisting lawyers of IDEALS confirmed 
that the immediate legal concerns of Yolanda survivors 
usually involve the reconstitution of vital legal docu-
ments that were destroyed during the onslaught of the 
super typhoon.

After the presentation, the delegation discussed the 
implementation of the IBP Makati’s proposal to use the 
funds raised by the Chapter during the Golf-to-Give 
Tournament to engage Leyte-based lawyers who can 
work hand-in-hand with IDEALS in attending to the 
various legal needs of Yolanda survivors in Leyte. It was 
explained by the Chapter’s delegates that the proposal 
waswas not only intended to extend effective legal assis-
tance to Yolanda survivors, but also to provide 
income-generating opportunities for IBP members 
practicing in Leyte. 

The Chapter’s delegates were then notified by Atty. 
Vespiro Mayor that the officers of IBP Leyte had al-
ready started informing Leyte-based lawyers about 
this new undertaking of the IBP Makati and 
IDEALS. He also conveyed IBP Leyte’s appreciation 
for the Chapter’s efforts in finding ways to help 
Leyte residents recover from Yolanda, especially the 
IBPIBP members who were also displaced by the calam-
ity.

The IBP Makati’s delegation also included Vice-
President Gil L. Roberto Zerrudo, Directors Roder-
ick R.C. Salazar III and Stanley Mari Fabito, and 
Publications Committee Co-Chairperson Gianfran-
cis S. Camacho.  





December 5, 2014 

Bravo Best Foods Restaurant 

5: 30 pm. 

IBP Makati 

Christmas Party 
Wrapping up. 

Looking forward. 

It’s time to celebrate! 
…the IBP Makati way 
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